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About Digital Square

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health

Digital Square at PATH collaborates with ministries of health to align adaptable, interoperable digital 
technologies with local health needs and brings partners together to improve how the global community 
designs, uses, and pays for digital health tools and approaches.

• We work with donors to identify investments that ensure long-term 

success and align with country priorities.

• We work with innovators to advance digital health tools that are 

designed to work together seamlessly.

• We work with governments and country-based technology experts to 

strengthen country-led digital health implementations.

How?

Why?
To improve health outcomes and accelerate health equity, which 

increasingly relies on ensuring equitable access to digital health.



4

Vision
A world where appropriate use of digitally 

enabled health services closes the health 

equity gap

Mission
Connect health leaders with the resources 

necessary for digital transformation

Digital Square addresses the need for a thriving 
marketplace for digital health.

Alignment & 

Co-investment  

Global Goods

Regional & Country 

Systems

Areas of Work

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health 4



Global 

Goods

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health

• Allocate global good investments through an open 

application process that fosters transparency, 

collaboration, and agility.

• Provide rigorous, pragmatic technical oversight on 

investments through an awards team with >50 years 

combined experience in the global digital health 

sector.

• Serve as a community manager by connecting the 

global goods community to each other and to 

country efforts.

• Advise on standards development and technical 

ecosystem design to encourage at-scale 

adoptability.

• Coordinate with WHO and others to streamline 

approval of digital public goods for health.
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Digital Square global goods

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health

• Digital Square global goods are digital health tools that are open source (FOSS), have no barrier to 

access for services or available under open content licenses, etc., are supported by an anchor 

organization/strong community, have a clear governance structures, have been deployed at scale, are 

used across multiple countries, have demonstrated effectiveness, are designed to be interoperable, and 

are on a continuum towards sustainability for the tool/service.

• Digital Square global goods have a close relationship to digital public goods (DPGs), in that they overlap 

with many aspects of the DPG Standard.

• In short, Digital Square global goods can be seen as a collection of DPGs focused on health that are 

impactful, scalable, adaptable to different countries and contexts, and actively focused to become more 

interoperable, deployable, and better serving to low- and middle-income county settings.

DPGs

Global 

Goods

All Digital Square software global goods could be seen as 

DPGs; but not all DPGs are global goods.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_public_good
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_and_open-source_software
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Types of global goods

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health

Digital Square defines global goods as digital health tools that are adaptable to 

different countries and contexts. There are three types of global goods:

Software

A software tool that is free and open source (FOSS) and used to manage, analyze, or transmit 
health-related data, with proven utility in several settings.

Services

A software tool that is used to manage, transmit, or analyze health-related data that can be freely 
accessed as a software service and adheres to open data principles.

Content

A resource, toolkit, or data standard that is available under an open license and that is used to 
improve or analyze health data management and exchange processes.



iHRIS 

DHIS2
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The need for and emergence of global goods

The proliferation of digital health stakeholders and projects has led to fragmentation, competing 

priorities, and additional burdens on the health system.

Many Pilots Global Goods
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Digital Square support to digital health global goods

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health

Key technical focus areas of our work in global goods:

• Incorporation and use of standards and interoperability profiles

• Alignment to terminologies and tools that support this (OpenConceptLab)

• Promotion of global guidance and technical standards adoption (e.g., ANC DAK, DDCC:VS 

tech guidance, PLM white paper)

• Strengthening of global good tools to be more implementable
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What are mature global goods?

A mature digital health global good is:

Open source Ensure that tools are freely adaptable by countries to reduce the cost 

of tool creation and maintenance, giving the country / implementer a 

choice.

Backed by strong community 

and clear governance structure

Ensure that tools are updated to reflect the changing technology and 

consumer ecosystem and have a growing number of implementers 

and supporters.

Funded by multiple sources Ensure that tools are supported by an ecosystem of funders whose 

overall commitment remains constant and can meet the needs of the 

community. 

Deployed at significant scale Ensure that tools have the proven functionality, capability, and security 

to be deployed with minimal risk and have impact.

Designed to be interoperable Enable digital tools to communicate and share information with each 

other so that tools can be focused and part of a larger ecosystem.
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Global scale / reach of global goods
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Classified under digital health interventions

Mapped using the classification of digital health interventions (DHIs), which categorizes the different 

ways in which digital and mobile technologies are being used to support health system needs.
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Global Goods Maturity Model

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health

The Global Goods Maturity Model serves as 

a guide for innovators and investors to 

review and focus investment on areas to 

advance the maturity of a tool.

It also serves as baseline guidance for the 

evaluation of a tool to be a global good.

Digital Square has developed a Global Good 

Maturity Model for digital health tools. We 

continue to engage the digital health 

community, in particular the Digital Health 

and Interoperability Working Group of the 

Health Data Collaborative, in the 

development of this model.

https://wiki.digitalsquare.io/index.php/Global_Goods_Maturity
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Global Goods Guidebook

The Global Goods Guidebook showcases emergent and 

established global goods that are approved for investment through 

Digital Square. By better coordinating the development of digital 

health global goods, such as those presented in the guidebook, 

stakeholders involved in digital health can reduce duplication and 

ensure that platforms not only align with national priorities, but also 

strengthen health systems.

https://digitalsquare.org/resourcesrepository/global-goods-guidebook

https://digitalsquare.org/resourcesrepository/global-goods-guidebook


Notice G

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health
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Overview of Notice G

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health

• Notice G calls are focused on identification and advancement of global goods.

• Digital Square is refreshing its global good list, including the digital tools that will be featured 

in its Global Goods Guidebook (version 4 to be published in 2023).

• We are looking for innovative companies interested in working with us to increase the 

availability, adaptability, and maturity of high-quality digital health tools to address country-

driven health needs.

• Successful applicants to this call will join the global goods community and receive funding to 

attend the 2023 Global Good Innovators Meeting as well as a fixed award of up to 

US$25,000 to support the publication of data on the impact and/or scale of the candidate 

global good.
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Overview of Notice G

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health

We are excited to have 3 rounds focused on the 3 types of global goods (software, 
content, and services):

• Notice G0: Software Global Goods | Live: August 29, 2022 - September 
30, 2022

• Notice G1: Content Global Goods | Launch date: October/November 2022

• Notice G0: Service Global Goods | Launch date: November/December 2022
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Open Application Process (OAP) Platform

https://applications.digitalsquare.io

https://applications.digitalsquare.io
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Notice G0: Software Global Goods

An open call for software global goods.

• Must meet the definition of global good

• Must be open source

• Must be registered as a full or nominated DPG

• Will be asked to provide supporting 

documentation of the completed maturity 

model

• Full details on the application page: 

https://applications.digitalsquare.io/notice-g0

https://applications.digitalsquare.io/notice-g0
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Notice G0: Award – benefits of applying

Successful candidates:

• All successful candidates will:

• Be recognized as a global good and 

attributed as such

• Be included in the global goods 

community

• Be invited to the 2023 Global Good 

Innovators Meeting

• Receive one year of AWS cloud hosting

• Select candidates:

• Receive travel support to attend event

• Receive up to US$25,000 to document 

impact and scale of tool
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Content requested

The application process will require 

applicants to answer a set of 

questions supporting their maturity 

levels as well as complete a Global 

Goods Maturity Model.

This will be facilitated by the application 

platform.
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Review and evaluation

The applications will be evaluated according to the 

following criteria based on the data entered into the 

application forms:

• Criteria 1: The ability to meet the definition of a 

global good and of being a DPG

• Criteria 2: The maturity of the tool as per the 

Global Good Maturity Model

The Peer Review Committee (PRC) will review 

applications in accordance with the 

aforementioned criteria and in line with the 

prioritization framework.



OAP Platform

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health
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View full RFA (PDF)

Link to application portal
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Save Draft: allows you to close out the form and return 

to complete it at a later time

Mark Complete: forms must be marked complete to be 

allowed to submit the full application. Missing required 

fields will be marked in red. Forms marked as complete 

can still be edited (until the full application is submitted)

Close: returns to the application page. If changes have 

been made without selecting “Save Draft” or “Mark 

Complete”, a dialog box will appear to prompt you to 

save or mark
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Questions
msoc@path.org

Digital Square | connecting the world for better health



Digital Square is supported by: 

Digital Square is a PATH-led initiative funded and designed by the United States Agency for International 
Development, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and a consortium of other donors. 

This presentation was made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development. The 
contents are the responsibility of PATH and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.


